Surgical Implants for Treating Erectile Dysfunction


When all else fails, it may be necessary to surgically implant a device that can cause the penis to become erect.  This is, perhaps, the least appealing of all impotence treatment options, even worse by far than injecting the penis with drugs to promote an erection.  This is truly a last resort as far as we are concerned.  If you haven't tried all of the other options and had them fail, then this is not for you.

These implanted devices, commonly called prostheses, can restore or at least simulate an erection in even some of the most intractable cases of erectile dysfunction. There are two types of erectile prostheses: malleable rods implants and inflatable chamber implants.

Malleable erectile implants typically consist of paired rods, which are surgically inserted into the corpora cavernosa.  The penis with implants are manually positioned for intercourse.  The implants are “always on,” i.e., penis length and width do not change when the penis is positioned for sexual intercourse.

Inflatable erectile implants are mechanical devices consisting of paired inflatable chambers, connected to a fluid reservoir and pump, which are surgically implanted.  The chambers can be expanded by way of the fluid reservoir and pump, to achieve an erection when desired (see figure). The pump is typically located under the skin in the scrotum. Inflatable implants typically expand both the length and to some extent also the width of the penis. Thus, inflatable erectile implants more closely resemble the normal erectile functioning of the penis than so-called malleable implants.
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Risks with both types of implants are now minimal.  However, such risks can include infection, and for inflatable implants, mechanical problems.  This is one impotence treatment that I hope you will never need.

MEN:  Don’t let yourself progress to a state where you need an implant.  You can cure your ED and impotence without drugs right now – click here to learn more.
